PRELIMINARY
LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

George E. BridgesHouse
74 Oxford Street / 43 Wendell Street
Cambridge, Mass.
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The 183 George E. Bridgebouses an architecturally significamnd highly vis-
ible example of the Queen Anne stylemeets landmark criterion (1) for its asso-
ciations with thesocial, economic, and architectural development of the Palfrey
estateand criterion (2) as architecturally significant in terms of its peaiodi
style and for its associations with architect Alberto Haynes.

Designation of th@&ridgeshouseby the City Councibs a Cambridge landmark
would help preserve angrotectthearchitectural features of this house and the
historic character of itsetting on a prominent corner in the Agassiz

neighborhood.

Charles Sullivan an8arah Burks
Cambridge Historical Commission
November 1, 2019



l. Location and Status

A. Address and Zoning

The George E. Bridges house is located on the east side of Oxford Street at the corner of Wen-
dell Street. It is sited on an 8,157 squfet ot in a Residence-C district. This is a mukfam-

ily residential district, which permits an FAR @75 and haa height limit of 35 feet. The as-

sessed value of the property, according to the online assessor's property database, is $3,837,600,
with $1,809,600 attributable to the building (Map 150/Parcel 125). The previous assessment in

2018 was $3,385900.
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B. Ownership and Occupancy

Assessor 6s

The 74 Oxford Street, LLC purchased the property on April 19, 2018. The deed is recorded at the
Middlesex South Registry of Deeds Bk 70894 / Pg 12. William &entme owner contact for

the LLC. The structure is assessed as a greater tharueighpartment house. It has been unoc-
cupied since at least the date of the demolition permit application on June 27, 2018.
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C. Area Description

The surrounding neighborhood is entirely residential. With the exception of a brick apartment
building across Oxford Street all thearbyproperties are muHiamily wood frame residences
and weltkept dormitories of Lesley University. While the dens#tyigh, almost all the build-

ings have significant setbacks and open yards.

D. Context of this Designation Report

The current owner purchased the property in April 2@18oning reviewby ISD determined

that only five units were legally grandfathered, though there hadtvémnthat manyenant

spacesn the building not all of which contained private bathroorie owner initially planned

to replace the Bridges house witbe new unitsn four freestanding structures, byt the time
oftheHi st ori cal Co mmi s feaongod Suly ti2e29kBehat ageedtod e | ay
work with the abutting property owners to design a proposal that would make use of the existing
building. On this occasinthe Commission found the building significant and preferably pre-
served, thereby delaying the demolition until January 2019.

On December 6, 2018uring the fifth month of the simonth delay, the Historical Commission
held a hearing to consider whetheinitiate a landmark designation study. The owner presented
plans to construct four units in the existing structure while extending thegabkson the north
side, adding dormers to the main roof, adding lightwells, and constructing a parking Pad off
ford StreetThe neighborhood offered strong support for this propasal he developer asked

the Commission to support his application for a variance and special pEneiommission

voted unanimously to initiate the landmark designation studylaadted the staff to prepare a
letter of support to the Board of Zoning Appeal



T h e o wappkcationgor zoning relief for a fownit proposal was presented to the Board of

Zoning Appeal in April 2019. Though the necessary variance was approvestia germit for

parking and driveway setbacks was denied. deer then revised the plans so that he could

build a threeunit project asof-right, with substantially the sanmaddition and selective demoli-

tion and alteration to the existing buildititatthe Commission agreed to support in December

2018 On June 14, 2019 the owner applied for a building permit for interior demolition and to re-
move the exterior siding, but did not apply foCertificate of Appropriatenesthrough an over-
sightonthedeparme nt 6 s part the permit was issued wit
public hearing on November 7 wikkview the current design for a certificate of appropriateness

as well as consider the landmark study report and formulate a recommendationGoudity.



Il. Description

74 Oxford43 WendellStreet,2018 CHC photo

The George E. Bridges housg 74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street is a large-gdry, two-family

Queen Anne style building with a gable roof built in 1893. The plan is symmetrical around a cen-
tral party wall, with crosgjables and two dormers on each side andawfectingbays under a

large gable facing Oxford Streétntil recent construction ostof the exteriomwasconcealed by

white vinyl siding installed in 1964ut the originabrackets supporting the roof overigathe

porch columnsandthe back dooentrance canagsare still visible The windowsash protected

by aluminum storm windowsppear to be originahs are all the exterior dooiBhe roof is cov-

ered with asphalt shingles. The foundation is brick over ledgestone. The house is set back from
the corner with generous lawns on both frontages. Driveways north and south of the fesuse of
parking for multiple cars. The Assessors rate the overall conditithre buildinga s Af ai r . 0

The housevas built (and stilpresentsas a large twdamily structure, divided down the middle
with entrances on the left and right sides, but it af&esed at some pointo cont ai n t he o
unit and an apartment on the south side and ten rooms for rent on the noltiging to the



assessorg hasatotal living area of 5,584 ghbout 2,000 sf. osach otthe first two floors and
1,500 orthe third.

74 Oxford43 WendellStreet, 1965 CHC photo

Front door, 74 Oxford Street, and back door, 43 Wendell $S2é&8 CHC photo



